
Quinceañera Celebration Guidelines 

 

Congratulations!  St. Mary’s Catholic Church is pleased to welcome you for the celebration of your daughter’s quinceañera.  

The community joins you in giving thanks to God for the life of your teen.  We know that as a Christian Catholic family, you 

have come to the church with much joy and enthusiasm asking to celebrate the quinceañera of your teen.  This is a time of joy 

and excitement for your daughter, your family and the entire church community.   

 

It is important to understand that this is a liturgical celebration and that Christ is at the center of every liturgical gathering.  The 

focus is on Christ, not the quinceañera, and this celebration is a moment in which she offers her life to the Lord.  The 

quinceañera Mass is an extra celebration that the Church offers.  It is NOT a right.  Rather, it is something extra that the 

Church and her pastors offer to the faithful.  The pastor or officially designated representative holds the right to determine if 

and when a quinceañera can be celebrated.  With a reasonable cause, the pastor may cancel a quinceañera celebration.  

With reasonable cause, he may cancel at any time, even at the moment of the quinceañera Mass.  While last minute 

cancelations are rare, they are possible, for example: if individuals are over 15 minutes late, if individuals are drunken or 

inebriated, if individuals fail to follow instructions from the pastor, etc.  Please see requirements below for more information. 

 

Options for Celebration 

1. Mass of Thanksgiving:  This a Mass of Thanksgiving for Quinceañera.  It will be a Mass of the day and will NOT be a 

Sunday Mass.  It will NOT count towards one’s Sunday obligation.  The family is still expected to fulfill their Sunday 

obligation and attend Mass on Sunday. 

2. Liturgy of the Word – NO Eucharist: The second option is to have a Liturgy of the Word service.  This is NOT a Mass 

and does NOT count for the Sunday obligation.  This celebration includes lecturas, a reflection and a special blessing 

for the quinceañera.  The family is still expected to fulfill their Sunday obligation. 

3. Blessing within a Regularly Scheduled Mass.  With the prior approval of the pastor, a quinceañera may receive a 

blessing at the end of a regularly scheduled Sunday or weekday Mass. 

 

Fees for Members and Non-Members 

A “quinceañera” is NOT a sacrament and is something extra that is celebrated in our Faith.  It is a beautiful time when the 

young lady offers her life to Christ and her family recommits their lives to Christ as well.  The parents and padrinos also renew 

their promises to assist the quinceañera in her growth and development into young adulthood.  The different celebrations 

listed above have different costs since they are all extra responsibilities for the pastor, the ministers involved and the parish 

community.  Also, there will be different costs for active registered members of the parish and non-active members or 

individuals who are not registered. 

a. Members: Members are those who are registered in the parish and actively participate in the parish events.  The 

quinceañera must also be active in the parish faith formation program and the catechism classes. 

b. Non-Members:  Those who are not registered in the parish or are not active.  Non-members are also those from out 

of town or of other religious denominations.  If a non-member desires a Mass, a letter of good-standing is required 

from the pastor of their parish.  If they cannot provide a letter of good-standing or they are not Catholic, the only 

option is a Liturgy of the Word service. 

 

 

Member  Non-Member 

1. Mass of Thanksgiving     $250.00  $500.00 

2. Liturgy of the Word     $200.00  $450.00 

3. In a regularly scheduled Mass    no-cost  no-cost 

* Please speak with the pastor if the cost is an issue. 

 



Reservations 

A quinceañera celebration must be planned six months in advance.  This is done through the parish office and the date is 

approved by the pastor.  If a family desires to rent the parish hall, they may do so by speaking with the parish secretary.  

Regular requirements and fees for hall rental apply.  Regularly scheduled parish events always take priority over the 

celebration of quinceañeras.  

 

Requirements 

 

Each quinceañera must have received the Sacraments of Initiation, namely Baptism, Holy Communion and Confirmation.  If 

the quinceañera is not Confirmed, she must be enrolled in the current class for Confirmation.  The quinceañera must 

demonstrate regular attendance in the Sunday faith formation classes and other faith formation gatherings.  She must also 

regularly attend Sunday Masses.  If she has not regularly attended classes and/or does not regularly attend Mass, that may 

affect her ability to have a quinceañera Mass. 

 

In addition to regular attendance at Mass and faith formation class, she is expected to attend a quinceañera retreat.  The 

parish will offer a retreat roughly once a year.  Part of the fees listed above go towards this retreat.  In addition to the 

quinceañera, the parents and padrinos must attend the retreat.  They may attend a retreat at another parish as long as they 

can prove they attended that retreat. 

 

Rehearsal 

 

The quinceañera, chambelánes, damas, parents and padrinos will be expected to attend a rehearsal sometime the week 

before.  It will be the responsibility of the quinceañera or her parents to schedule this rehearsal with the pastor.  If the 

quinceañera does not schedule a rehearsal and does not have a practice, the quinceañera celebration may be canceled. 

 

Traditional Gifts 

 

Traditional gifts and sacramentals are often used in the quinceañera Mass.  These include, but are not limited to: Biblia, 

Rosario, medals, crucifix, flowers, etc.  These are permitted but are NOT required.  If they are used, they should be modest 

and should give glory to God.  They should NOT be used as decoration. 

 

Proper Attire  

 

Modest and respectful dress by the Quinceañera and her party (chambelánes, damas, parents and padrinos), is expected at 

all times. Any Quinceañera party member inappropriately dressed will not participate in the celebration (this includes 

uncovered shoulders and backs, low cut, short dresses, or high slits.)  The shoulders of the Quinceañera must be covered, if 

the dress does not cover the shoulders she must wear a shawl. Compliance with this requirement is mandatory.  The service 

will not be celebrated if this requirement is violated.  

 

Proper Conduct  

 

The church is the House of God, a sacred place.  Those present in the Church and those on Church property must maintain 

proper conduct.  Cell phones must be turned of and put away.  No gum, candy or drinks other than water are allowed in the 

Church.  While this is an exciting celebration, there should be no unnecessary talking or giggling before or during the service.  

If any individuals show signs of being inebriated, the service will be canceled and not rescheduled.  The pastor reserves the 

right to dismiss those who repeatedly show misconduct and may stop the celebration at any point if necessary. 

 



Music 

 

The quinceañera and her family will be responsible for finding musicians for the Mass, although music is not necessary.  The 

musicians must speak with the priest or deacon before the celebration to confirm what is to be sung and to discuss 

requirements of the Church. 

 

Photography and Video 

 

Photography and video are permitted with the approval of the celebrating pastor.  NOBODY is allowed on the altar.  

Movement should be kept to a minimum.  Anyone wishing to take photos or video must speak with the pastor before the 

celebration. 

 

Decoration 

 

The church may be decorated with moderation.  A bouquet of flowers may be put on the altar and at the statues of St. Mary 

and St. Joseph.  Also, flowers may be hung on the FIRST pew only.  If a chair and kneeler are used in the center aisle, they 

may be decorated with flowers and ribbons.  All flowers must be natural.  Flowers may be left at the altar and at the statues of 

St. Mary and St. Joseph, but all others must be taken down immediately after Mass.  Tape and thumbtacks are NOT to be 

used.  Other decorations, such as candles, arches, carriages, and animals may not be used without prior consent. 

 

Final Thoughts 

 

If you have any questions, please talk to the pastor.  We want this to be a very special day for the quinceañera and the others 

who participate in this celebration.  We will do our very best to make sure this is a holy and memorable day and want you to 

do the same.  Unfortunately, many people have abused the services of the church, which is the reason for so many 

requirements.  Please know that these are a few guidelines to help you in celebrating this most special day.  If you have any 

questions, concerns or comments, please speak with the pastor, the parish secretary or another official representative of the 

parish.  God bless. 

 

 


